CHAPTER XIV
SWAMI KAMA AT BEAS ASHRAM ON THE
GANGES
HE would get tired, spent up by his public lectures
in the plains and he would fly from society into the
mountainous solitudes which he loved. And he
would take great trouble in fixing up a spot for his
solitary residence in the forests. Once he chose a
plateau on the less frequented forest side bank of the
Ganges, a little above Rishikesh on the way towards
Badri Narayan called Beas Ashram, and he grew a
beard while staying here for about a year. Whoever
went to see him he told him: " Rama has got the
beard of Vyasa." Here he began the systematic
study of Sanskrit Grammar and literature including
Shankara's Bhashya and the Vedas. Swami Rama
while lecturing on his Vedanta at Allahabad and
Benares was cut to the quick by the challenge of the
Sanskrit Pandits of these places, that without being
a Pandit of Sanskrit, how dared he preach the
Philosophy of Vedanta ? The poet in him was bitten,
the student in him rose supreme in reply and deter-
mined that he would now know by sheer dint of hard
labour, every one of the Vedic Maatrams, and he